Spartan Daily, September 2, 2020 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
repopulation we are likely to 
discover additional fatalities.”
Newsom also commented on 
the damages caused by the fires 
to various parts of the state.
“We have identified just shy of 
1,700 structures that have been 
destroyed and we anticipate that 
number to grow substantially 
in the coming days and coming 
weeks,” he said.
Cal Fire stated on Twitter 
yesterday that a hot and dry 
weather forecast is expected 
throughout Labor Day weekend, 
but that it expects the SCU 
Lightning Complex fire, which 
affects Santa Clara County, to 
be fully contained by Sept. 3 
according to a Tuesday incident 
update.
The Santa Clara County Housing 
Authority’s Continuum of Care 
announced the release of the 
2020-25 Community Plan to End 
Homelessness amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
Continuum of Care is an interest 
group made up of local government 
representatives and organizations 
dedicated to ending and preventing 
homelessness in Santa Clara County, 
according to the County of Santa 
Clara website.
According to the Santa Clara 
County Community Plan, which 
went into effect Aug. 25, the previous 
2015-19 plan helped 14,132 people 
from 8,884 households obtain 
housing. It also doubled the number 
of supportive housing units and 
temporary housing shelters and 
launched a new Homelessness 
Prevention System that now serves 
1,000 households annually. 
“We cannot accept a future in 
which thousands of people are forced 
to live unhoused,” San Jose Mayor 
Sam Liccardo stated in an Aug. 13 
Twitter post. “The new Community 
Plan to End Homelessness identifies 
bold actions [and] aggressive targets 
to end homelessness in Santa Clara 
County.”
Santa Clara County, City of 
San Jose and Continuum of Care 
partners constructed the 5-year 
plan in a three-part framework that 
will serve as the roadmap to help 
homelessness, according to an Aug. 
13 Santa Clara County Newsroom 
website post. 
The Santa Clara County’s 
Continuum of Care Toolkit site, 
which helps Continuum of Care 
partners effectively implement 
program protocols, stated that the 
plan will first address the root causes 
of homelessness through system and 
policy change in an Aug. 14 post. 
Continuum of Care also plans 
to expand homelessness prevention 
initiatives and promote housing 
programs to meet the needs of the 
community. 
It plans on improving quality of 
life for unsheltered individuals and 
creating healthy neighborhoods for 
Santa Clara County. 
Before the end of 2025, the 
Santa Clara County’s Continuum 
of CareToolkit post stated that 
Continuum of Care partners hope 
to house 20,000 people through 
supportive housing systems. They 
also have plans to double temporary 
housing and shelter capacities, 
reduce annual homelessness inflow 
by 30% and address racial inequities 
and track progress.  
“This plan reinforces our need 
to build permanent housing for 
the lowest income levels housing 
that otherwise won’t happen,” said 
Cindy Chavez, Santa Clara board of 
supervisors president, in the Aug. 13 
County Newsroom post. “It points 
out the need to stop economically 
displaced families from becoming 
the newly homeless.” 
The County Newsroom post also 
stated that it hopes to expand the 
Homelessness Prevention System, 
which helps individuals and families 
at risk of homelessness remain 
housed, and other organizations to 
serve 2,500 people per year.
Santa Clara County’s previous 
5-year Community Plan is the 
reference point for the new 
Community Plan for 2020-25, 
according to the County’s Newsroom 
post. 
According to the Santa Clara 
CountyToolkit post, community 
engagement increased in 2019 as 
Continuum of Care stakeholders 
participated in more community 
meetings and engaged in more 
interviews and surveys with the 
community, which received more 
than 5,000 responses. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
outbreaks in early 2020, Santa 
Clara County’s Community Plan 
also added safety measures to help 
control the spread of COVID-19. 
The steps to reduce COVID-19 
cases include connecting more than 
1,920 households into congregate 
shelters, which is a shared living 
arrangement, and non-congregate 
shelters which offer shelter in larger 
spaces such as community centers.
Since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Santa Clara County stated 
on their newsroom website that it 
has distributed over 50,000 pieces 
of personal protective equipment, 
provided mobile showers and 
sanitation services for individuals 
in homeless encampments and 
connected 865 homeless individuals 
to permanent housing. According to 
the Santa Clara County Newsroom 
post, San Jose is currently building 
three emergency interim housing 
communities to shelter unhoused 
individuals and families during the 
pandemic. 
Those communities are located 
at Evans Lane, Rue Ferrari and an 
intersection at Monterey Road and 
Bernal Road. The city will continue 
to provide temporary housing for 
over 300 homeless residents after the 
pandemic is over. 
The County Newsroom’s post 
also stated that Destination: Home, 
a public-private partnership with 
the mission of ending homelessness 
in Santa Clara County, and Sacred 
Heart Community Service, a 
community agency aimed to 
raise awareness to homelessness 
prevention efforts. The post said the 
organizations distributed more than 
$15 million in assistance to 7,000 
low-income families since the start 
of the pandemic.





The California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection 
lifted evacuation warning orders 
in Santa Clara County Tuesday, 
as firefighters get a hold on the 
Northern California wildfires that 
have been burning since mid-
August.
The Santa Clara Unit (SCU) 
Lightning Complex fire is 72% 
contained, the Sonoma-Lake-Napa 
Unit (LNU) Lightning Complex 
fire is 74% contained and the Santa 
Cruz Mountains (CZU) Lightning 
Complex fire is 45% contained as 
of Tuesday, according to the Cal 
Fire Twitter page.  
“We have over 15,000 firefighters 
working the lines and crew, dozers, 
fire engines, traditional engines, 
every conceivable asset that we 
have,” California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said during a Aug. 26 
news conference.
Cal Fire reported that the SCU 
and LNU Lightning Complex 
fires are currently the second and 
third largest wildfires in California 
respectively.
The historic Northern California 
fires might have slowed down, 
but more than 850,000 acres have 
burned, according to the Cal Fire 
website.  
Gov. Newsom lauded the efforts 
of brave firefighters during the 
news conference. 
“We are putting every single 
asset we possibly can, every 
conceivable resource, to battle 
these historic wildfires,” he said. 
Newsom said California is 
making use of its resources and 
mutual aid from other states like 
Kansas, Montana, Washington 
and Oregon.
“We are grateful again to the 
leadership of those states for 
assembling their assets and 
providing them in a timely manner 
to supplement our firefighting 
resources,” Newsom said.
“Just in the last 24 hours, to put 
things into perspective, we had 
423 lightning strikes, primarily dry 
lightning strikes . . . 50 new fires 
overnight,” Newsom said, adding 
as of Aug. 26 that all 50 fires had 
been effectively suppressed.
He said lightning strikes are 
seen almost on an hourly basis, 
giving insight into the challenges 
firefighters face trying to mitigate 
the flames.
In the news conference, Newsom 
also addressed the deaths caused 
by the fires.
“Tragically, we have lost seven 
individuals,” he said. “As we get 
back in and once the fires are 






Follow Shiri on Twitter
@Marwaha5Shiri
We are putting every 
single asset we possibly 
can, every conceivable 
resource, to battle 
these historic wildfi res.
Gavin Newsom
California governor
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Housing plan launches with safety precautions
We cannot accept 
a future in which 
thousands of people 




By Samantha Herrera 
STAFF WRITER
Follow Samantha on Twitter
@sammiherreraa_
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Fusion pizza packs a fl avor punch
LAURA FIELDS | SPARTAN DAILY
Parktown Pizza Company, located in Milpitas, off ers Indian-inspired chicken and vegetarian dishes including the Bomb-Bay Pizza, Curry Fries and the Indian Sampler.
By Laura Fields 
STAFF WRITER
Parktown Pizza Company’s 
deliciously hot Indian-inspired dishes 
had my untrained tongue yelping in 
pleasurable pain.
On Thursday, my partner and I 
ordered from the restaurant’s diverse 
menu, including classics like the butter 
chicken pizza and tandoori wings.
The fusion pizza menu includes a wide 
range of both chicken and vegetarian 
options for customers to choose from.
“We’re more busy now than when 
anyone could come in,” said Brandon 
Olson, store manager for the Milpitas 
location. “Pizzas are flying off 
the shelves.”
Olson said the large range of beers 
on tap were the restaurant’s draw before 
the pandemic, but now it’s the pizza that 
brings customers.
The restaurant, located off the 
Landess exit on I-680 and hidden away 
alongside an old Rite-Aid and desolate 
construction site, is accessible through a 
lone order window on a blackened glass 
wall surrounded with rustic barrels as 
outdoor seating. 
I approached the window and had to 
repeatedly shout my order to the cashier 
who apparently couldn’t hear anything 
over the fans in the kitchen. 
After promptly getting our order, 
we got home, washed our hands 
and immediately dove into our 
midweek feast.
My partner and I decided to try the 
Bomb-Bay Pizza, the Curry Fries and 
the Indian Sampler, which we ordered 
through the Yelp app for dinner.
We chose the pick-up option because 
it was cheaper than delivery and allowed 
us to fully experience Parktown Pizza 
Company in one trip to the location. 
We started with the Indian Sampler, 
which included samosas, hot wings and 
cheesy bread accompanied by a green 
chutney. It was a good-sized appetizer 
that wasn’t too small and two adults with 
big appetites could still fit in two slices 
of pizza afterward. 
The samosas were decently sized 
and the wings were quite spicy. The 
chutney numbed my tongue with its 
peppery punch, giving off a good heat 
accompaniment to the appetizers.
Seasoned waffle-cut potatoes were the 
base of the Curry Fries while the raw 
onions and heavy amount of cilantro 
gave them a sharp, strong flavor. The 
potato curry dressing on top, however, 
had a consistency more like mashed 
potatoes rather than the dripping curry 
we had imagined. 
The Curry Fries offered a different 































































The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San 
Jose State community’s 
top news source. New 
issues are published every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the 
academic year and online 
content updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students 
as an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 








































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error,  
please send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan 
Daily. Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, 
which is made up of 
student editors.
Follow Laura on Twitter
@swimgirllaura 
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Despite no sit-in dining, manager Brandon Olson said the restaurant continues to thrive.
and the pizza. There was no cheese 
in this dish, but it would be an 
excellent addition. 
The appetizers offered such a punch 
that by the time we got to the pizza, its 
full potential was lost.
By the time we opened the pizza box 
each piece had unfortunately solidified 
into a cheesy, bready and settled state. 
If we had eaten it right away while 
sitting in the makeshift outdoor dining 
space, it would have been a melty, gooey 
experience, rather than a solidified, 
lukewarm one. 
The Bomb-Bay Pizza was loaded with 
showstopping, lemon-marinated chicken 
and thankfully not with some random 
low-quality, Subway-like chicken. The 
red onions provided an acidic crunch, 
while the diced tomatoes on top took a 
back seat in terms of flavor.
The garlic white sauce for the base 
definitely lent its strong garlic flavor 
to the experience, while the mozzarella 
cheese complemented the dish. 
Heaps of cilantro blanketed the top 
with chutney drizzled in a swirl that 
kicked up the spice, taking the pizza’s 
heat factor to levels a spice-weakling like 
me could barely handle.
Overall, the food was salty on its 
own and is designed to be enjoyed with 
Parktown Pizza Company’s vast array of 
beers on tap. 
There are so many options on 
the menu, especially from the 
vegetarian section such as intriguing 
offerings like various paneer 
cheese pizzas enticing us to go back.
Indian spice kicks with a beer on 
the side? 
Sign me up for another round. 
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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ACROSS
1. Anagram of “Space”
6. Cloaked












27. Low, fl at land
28. Against
29. Alien Life Form
30. Line of a poem
31. Trio
34. Group of eight
36. Consumer Price Index
37. Humid
41. Serene



















5. Tropical American wildcat
6. Hit the sack
7. Roasters










26. Credit or playing
27. Skirt’s edge
30. Voice Over Internet 
Protocol
32. An unskilled actor
33. Go bad







45. A red fl uorescent dye
48. A soft porous rock
49. Stow, as cargo
50. Anagram of “Lyme”





Complete the grid so that every row, column and 




Why is a bad 
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SJSU is full price, not full service
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
Ruth Noemi Aguilar
STAFF WRITER
San Jose State is 
unfairly charging students 
the same full cost of 
attendance as previous 
semesters, despite the 
school being mostly 
online.
On July 13, SJSU 
President Mary Papazian 
announced through a 
campuswide email, the 
school plan for Fall 2020, 
the SJSU Adapt Plan. 
It did not mention any 
changes to the cost of 
attendance although there 
would be major changes 
to the campus’s usual 
operations.
This decision to keep 
the cost of attendance the 
same negatively affects the 
students of San Jose State 
because a lot of students’ 
financial situations have 
changed. 
We don’t all have the 
same financial resources 
as before the pandemic 
and this has made it 
harder for students to pay 
for school, especially for 
places they won’t even be 
able to use.
A lot of work places 
have had to close or reduce 
their hours because of the 
pandemic regulations, 
which means that many 
working students lost 
their source of income. 
While there has been 
some government benefits 
like unemployment and 
stimulus checks, not every 
student was able to receive 
them.
Adults without a social 
security number, even if 
they have a child with one, 
were not able to receive a 
stimulus check. Students 
who were claimed as 
a dependent on their 
parents’ taxes, were not 
able to receive a check 
either, even if they weren’t 
being supported by their 
parents.
Personally, without 
financial aid and support 
from my parents, I 
wouldn’t have even been 
able to return to San Jose 
State.
Not every student 
has the same financial 
situations I do though. 
Some don’t have sufficient 
financial aid, if any at 
all, or they don’t have 
financial support from 
their parents. Their 
financial situations have 
changed, but their costs 
haven’t.
In the plan’s FAQ, it was 
stated that some buildings 
would have restricted 
operations, but that the 
fees paid by students 
would remain the same. 
The FAQ clarified that 
the building privileges are 
not charged per use as a 
justification to keep the 
fees the same.
However, there is a big 
difference between little 
use and no use. Students 
before were able to decide 
how often they used the 
school resources, but this 
decision has been taken 
away because of the 
regulations.
With the effects of 
COVID-19 forcing things 
to move online, the 
majority of SJSU students 
won’t even see campus 
until Spring semester 
seeing as only 10% of 
classes are in-person.
Students will have 
to pay the full cost of 
attending the university 
despite not being able to 
access the amenities  they 
are paying for, which is 
blatantly unfair. 
The cost of basic 
registration fees for San 
Jose State is around $3,926 
for full time and in-state 
undergraduate students. 
This cost can go up for 
out-of-state students, 
those living on campus, 
and also for students 
pursuing different types 
of degrees.
Included in this 
amount is access to the 
Wellness Center, Spartan 
Recreation and Aquatic 
Center and the Student 
Union. 
There have been more 
restrictions placed on 
these buildings as well as 
limited hours.
While these are 
necessary changes that 
need to be made to 
keep students as safe as 
possible, these changes 
should also be reflected in 
the cost to students.
One reason why 
students still have to pay 
the full amount despite 
the changes is to help 
pay off long-term loans, 
“similar to a mortgage”, 
that the university took 
out to refurbish the 
Student Union and to 
build the Wellness Center 
and the SRAC as stated on 
their Adapt Plan FAQ.
Although these are 
payments that cannot 
be ignored or deferred 
by the university, this 
burden shouldn’t have to 
come out of the students’ 
pockets. 
The university should 
be looking for places to 
cut other costs to be able 
to provide the money 
needed to pay off the 
university’s loans, but 
not at the expense of the 
students.
Since the semester has 
already begun, the cost 
of attendance can’t be 
changed, but I believe the 
school should consider at 
least partially refunding 
the student association fee 
and the Student Union fee 
since those are the things 
students lose out on when 
they can’t physically be on 
campus.
Follow Ruth on Twitter
@RuthNAguilar
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Season delay leads to budget cuts
San Jose State University’s 
athletic department has some 
serious decisions to make this 
year as it faces budget cuts 
following the postponement 
of all fall sports. 
The unpredicted loss 
of revenue from just the 
football team could cause 
budget cuts across all sports 
at the university going into 
next year. This leaves athletic 
department officials having 
to allocate funds between all 
teams, but the question is, 
will it be distributed evenly?
On Aug. 10, the athletics 
department released a 
statement announcing 
that the Mountain West 
Conference is indefinitely 
postponing all scheduled 
fall sports contests and its 
championship events. The 
fall sports affected by this 
decision include men’s and 
women’s cross country, 
football, women’s soccer and 
women’s volleyball.
 An August update to 
the CSU Operating Budget, 
posted by SJSU on the website 
for the Administration 
and Finance Division, 
disclosed an approximated 
$323.2 million decrease 
in recurring government 
funding for the CSU 
compared to 2019-20. The 
revenue loss for the athletics 
department is an estimated 
$3 million. 
The report states that, 
in addition to the state 
reduction, the campus faces 
a number of other reductions 
in revenues and increases 
in expenditure as a result 
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The SJSU men’s soccer team practices Monday in front of CEFCU Stadium which is under construction for a new scoreboard and seating.
Follow Olivia on Twitter
@LivGerber
of the pandemic, such as 
a loss in tuition revenue, 
housing revenue and 
sponsorship revenue. 
The loss of a fall sports 
season, and particularly the 
loss of the 2020 football 
season, is a devastating 
financial blow for the 
athletics department that 
could impact the university’s 
ability to recruit and retain 
top-tier athletes for next year. 
Following the 
announcement from the 
Mountain West Conference, 
Athletics Director Marie 
Tuite told the Silicon Valley 
Business Journal in an 
Aug. 13 article that, “every 
expense that we have except 
scholarships . . . is on the 
table,” she said. “We would 
have to look at everything.”
Evidently “looking at 
everything,” does not include 
looking at decreased funding 
for enhancements to the 
CEFCU Stadium.
According to the same 
Silicon Valley Business 
Journal article, athletic 
department officials are 
going through contracts 
such as the $8.7 million 
deal the university signed 
with Citizens Equity First 
Credit Union in 2016. This 
contract specifically deals 
with the CEFCU Stadium; 
officials will need to find out 
if missing a football season 
also means missing one of 
the 15 annual naming rights 
payments from CEFCU.
No football games at the 
stadium this fall will also 
cause a revenue decrease 
because of the loss of 
scoreboard and game 
program advertisements, 
adding to the list of lost 
assets this year. 
The NCAA finance report 
for 2018-19 college football 
revenue lists SJSU’s total 
revenue from the program at 
more than $32.7 million. The 
expense breakdown reports 
more than $14 million for 
coaching and staff salary and 
more than $8 million for 
athlete scholarships.
Despite budget 
uncertainties, the athletics 
department is continuing 
construction on the CEFCU 
Stadium on South Campus 
and a new operations center 
called the Spartan Athletics 
Center. According to a 
statement released by the 
department, the center will 
be a multi-story facility that 
will be equipped with state-
of-the-art locker rooms, an 
auditorium, offices, spectator 
seating on the 50-yard line 
and a Hall of Champions 
event space.
The project is a rebuild 
on the stadium’s east side 
and also provides support to 
the SJSU men’s and women’s 
soccer programs. Currently, 
the project budget is listed 
at $40 million.  This is an 
outrageously large sum of 
money to keep reserved for a 
facility that will not be used 
for its full purposes any time 
in the near future, especially 
with the knowledge that the 
department is struggling to 
make ends meet.
The Spartan Daily 
requested an interview 
with Charlie Faas, the 
university’s vice president for 
administration and finance, 
and received a response from 
Kenneth Mashinchi, senior 
director of media relations. 
Mashinchi said, “At this time, 
we are still evaluating and 
assessing . . . When there 
is greater certainty with the 
sports schedules for the 
2020-21 school year, San José 
State University then will be 
in a better position to answer 
budget questions.”





San Jose State’s esports 
club team has demonstrated 
potential during its first 
official year and has proven 
to be a strong competitor 
in the Mountain 
West Conference.
Despite only being 
established in 2019, the 
team was awarded Club 
Sport of the Year and has 
won several tournament 
titles throughout this 
past summer.
The esports club 
has transformed from 
a small gaming club 
into a respectable, well-
known competitive club 
with approximately 
30 members.  
The club is subdivided 
into 12 teams named 
after the 12 video games in 
which players compete.
“Our program is still 
relatively young and we’ve 
hit the ground running 
since our establishment 
a few years ago,” said 
Edward Ham, esports club 
vice president, through 
Discord, a messaging app. 
As this new semester 
takes off, members of 
the club, along with 
approximately 100 million 
esports players, mentally 
prepare for the intense 
aspects of competitive 
gaming and the large 
scholarship awards at stake. 
Gaming tournaments, 
such as AllMid, create 
a fierce environment 
for taking home titles 
and awards.
League of Legends, 
Overwatch, Valorant, 
Rocket League and 
Counter-Strike are 
among the most popular 
collegiate esports games at 
the moment.
Valorant is the newly 
formed team made up 
of some of the esports 
club members, and 
already made history 
by winning first place in 
the first North American 
Collegiate League (NACL) 
and North American 
Collegiate Counter-Strike 
(NACCSgg) tournament.
The Spartans defeated 
Gamers of Oklahoma State 
University and 63 other 
college teams on Aug. 30 
in their first tournament of 
the school year.
Esports members say 
the game mechanics range 
depending on the game 
and require a high level 
of mental concentration 
and exercise.
Daniel Warda, a team 
captain for the Rocket 
League team, who plays 
under the name “DD,” 
described how esports 
teams, like other teams, 
have its own coaches 
and team captains, and 
players even   review 
matches to improve for the 
next competition. 
“We do things like replay 
reviews of matches that 
we’ve played, like how a 
football team watches film,” 
Warda said. “We regularly 
play practice matches 
against other schools.”
Esports has transformed 
from an underground 
gaming world to an almost 
billion dollar industry. 
According to Statista, “In 
2020, the global esports 
market was valued at 
just under one billion 
U.S. dollars.”
The popularity of online 
gaming and additional 
factors such as quarantine 
and nationwide shelter-
in-place orders make it 
probable that this number 
will continue growing.
“Our recruitment run 
for this semester has 
seen a larger number of 
applicants than past years,” 
Ham said.
The vitality and 
streamable content of 
online gaming has been 
prominent far before 




it is estimated that 
the viewership for 
esports will rise to 
644 million by 2022, with 
347 million occasional 
viewers and 297 million 
esports enthusiasts.
“Just like any sport, 
our players compete for 
not only large prize pools 
but the glory and right 
to say that they are the 
best,” Ham said. “With 
millions of players around 
the world, being able to 
compete at the highest 
level of a game is quite an 
accomplishment in itself.”
Despite their promising 
team rosters and having 
won thousands of 
dollars in awards, such 
as the Mountain West 
Conference for League of 
Legends, which took place 
in Las Vegas for a $5,000 
scholarship, the teams 
maintain their original 
passion and dedication for 
competitive gaming.
“We don’t like to take 
things too seriously, 
playing games should 
always be fun,” Warda said.
Follow Jovanna on 
Twitter @joo_zuniga
We work to develop our competitive 
teams to compete for scholarships 
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The SJSU esports club has grown since it was first established with approximately 30 members in 2019. 
Analysis
